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The Vision of the Pope

A Parable about Christian Identity
in an Ecumenical Age

A Novella
by Edmund Schlink
translated by Eugene M. Skibbe

A compelling concept of church unity in story form
by aleading Lutheran ecumenical theologian. The
story of a pope struggling to learn unity from Christ
and to live it out in his own church. In this novella
Schlink tests his concept of unity by applying it to a
very difficult situation.

Die Vision des Papstes, was published in German in
1975 and again in 1997. This work, subsequently
published in French and Spanish, is here in the first
English translation by Eugene M. Skibbe, Professor
Emeritus, Augsburg College.

Edmund Schlink (1903-1984), well-known professor at the
University of Heidelberg, was one of the most important theo-
logians in Germany and in the highest levels of the ecumenical
movement during the last half of the twentieth century. From
such involvement came insights that he applied, not only to
particular issues in the on-going ecumenical process, but also
to a vision of the underlying unity of the church.
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Vision of the Pope

A Parable about Christian Identity in an Ecumenical Age
by Eugene Skibbe

The Author

Eugene Skibbe was born in Minneapolis, graduated from St. Olaf in 1952 and Luther
Seminary in 1956. He received a ThD from the University of Heidelberg in 1962, with
Professor Edmund Schlink as his adviser. After two years in the parish ministry, he was
called to the Religion Department at Augsburg College where he taught for 31 years.

For short periods he also studied at the Institute for Intercultural Documentation,
Cuernavaca, Mexico, at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, at the Institute
for Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg, France, and at Yale University. For several years
he was an adjunct professor at Luther Seminary. Research and writing have enriched
both his life and his teaching.

He and wife Margaret Froiland Skibbe have had four children.
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