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THE BOOK: Spirituality grows from the Christian understanding of who God
is and how God acts in creation.  It is a personal and communal recognition of
the God in one’s life and a celebration of the presence of God.  The writers of
this book examine spirituality in relation to the various theological disciplines
and show how inclusive, broad, and complex spirituality can be.

THE REVIEWS: “This is an important study of spirituality in our world that is
confused by a myriad of definitions of ‘the spiritual.’ Faculty from the various
disciplines approach this topic showing how inclusive, broad, and complex the
term spirituality can be....We owe the Gettysburg faculty a debt of thanks for
bringing a variety of minds to a topic of genuine importance in the life of the
church today.” -Richard Jensen, Professor Emeritus, Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago

“Interesting, insightful essays that show spirituality is not limited to a course so
labeled, but may pervade every aspect of seminary education—all academic
fields, chapel, field education, and administration.” -Bradley Hanson, Director,
Grace Institute for Spiritual Formation, Professor Emeritus of Religion, Luther College

“This book is a fresh and faithful exploration of Lutheran spirituality. The
essays offer perspectives from theology and history, worship, and pastoral care.
Lutheran seminary students, teachers, and pastors will find this book a welcome
change from the old standoff between confessionalists and pietists.” -Nancy
Koester, Affiliated Faculty, Luther Seminary

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS FROM THE STAFF AT GETTYSBURG:
William O. Avery, J. Paul Balas, Gerald Christianson, Michael L. Cooper-
White, Maria Erling, Mark W. Oldenburg,  Brooks Schramm, Robin J. Steinke,
Kirsi Stjerna, Nelson T. Strobert, and Norma Schweitzer Wood 

THE EDITORS: Kirsi Stjerna is Associate Professor of Reformation Church
History. She received her B.A. from the Lysion Lukio College in Mikkeli,
Finland, her MTS from the University of Helsinki, and her Ph.D. from Boston
University. She is a native of Finland, and fluent in six languages. Special areas
of research include lave Medieval and “Lutheran” spirituality, Mysticism,
Medieval and Reformation women, and history of such figures as Martin
Luther, Katie von Bora Luther, Saint Birgitta of Sweden and Helena Konttinen.
Brooks Schramm is Associate Professor of Biblical Studies. He received his
B.A. from Texas A & M University, his M.Div. from Wartburg Theological
Seminary, and his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. Dr. Schramm’s
scholarly interests include the history of the Hebrew language, Jewisg biblical
interpretation, and biblical theology. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg,
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg, PA 17325       
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“The starting point
of all of the

articles in this book
is an appreciation of
the broadness of the

term spirituality,
and the premise is
that spirituality is
about living a life
with God and that
there is more than
one way to ‘do’ and
speak about that.”


