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Familiar Truthsin Unexpected Places

Whilereadingfairy talesto hischildren Dr. Francis Rossow became awarethat many of thetalescarried a
“gospel theme”. In the subsequent years he has continued to identify thethemes of good and evil asthey
appeared in literature. Often those themes stood out asareflection of the conflict between God and Satan.

Other themes such astheimposition of impaossibletasks on ordinary mortalsand the struggle between the
kingdom of darknessand the kingdom of light led Dr. Rossow to devel op athesisthat Gospel themeshave
permeated society to the extent that writers, either conscioudly or un conscioudy, reflect thosethemesintheir
writing. Some of theliterary appearancesrepresent areflection of and othersadistortion of the Gospel
themes

“Thecentra event of history called the Gospel event (the Son of God’sincarnation, life, death, damnation,
resurrection, and salvation) has had so profound an impact on our world,” writesDr. Rossow, “that it has
spilled beyond the bounds chosen by God to convey it.”

Dr. Rossow’sthesis, with eighteen literary examples, hasbeen published by L utheran University Press,
Minneapolis. Thebook, Gospel Patternsin Literature, isavailable onlineat www.|utheranupress.org
and other internet Sites.

Thebook includes study questionswhich makeitideal for book discussion groupsor adult forums.
Francis Rossow isprofessor of practical theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. From 1975
to 976 hewas on thefaculty of Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Indiana, as professor of English and
acting dean. Heistheauthor of three booksand many articlesand reviews.

-30-

ISBN: 978-1-932688-31-3 « Perfectbound ¢ 194 pages ¢ $16.00

Gospel Patternsin Literature Lutheran University Press
By FrancisC. Rossow PO Box 390759

6501 San BonitaAve#2 Minneapolis, MN 55439
. Louis, MO 63105 Phone: 1-888-696-1828

Fax: 952-835-2613
www.lutheranUpress.org



