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“What a comfort it
IS, knowing that the
same God that
guards sinful people
in Norway, also
lets his merciful
arms reach out

across the world!”

THE BOOK: Caroline DorotheaMargrethe K eyser, known
throughout most of her lifeasLinka, wasbornin Kristiansand,
Norway, July 2, 1829. Thisbook, combining anew trand ation of
her diary and letterswith her sketches, providesanimportant
glimpseinto thelifeof aprominent Norwegianimmigrantinthe
mid-nineteenth century—an important set of historical documenta
tion.

Most of the peoplein Norway whom Linkamentionsin her diary
areincluded in the Norges Biografisk Leksikon, which is essen-
tidly a*Who'sWho” of Norwegian society, including high-ranking
leaderswithin the church. After her marriageto Hermann Preusin
1851, sheemigrated to Americawhere she had the general
prestige of apastor’swife, which her husband'srising positionin
the newly emerging Norwegian Synod quickly enhanced.

Linka'sdiary is dividedintofour sections. Thefirst reflectsthe
observations of an adolescent, commenting on the eventstaking
placearound her. Some entriesfocuson significant devel opments
affecting her family and friends, while othersarelittle morethan
referencesto mundane daily occurrences. 1nthe second section,
sheisamature young woman, describing eventsrelated to her
engagement, marriage, and emigrationtoAmerica. Theentriesin
thethird section are sporadic. Whileshedid not writein her diary
often after shearrived in America, Linkaincreasingly documented
her experiences and observations of eventsthrough her sketches
(thefourth section).

Linkasaved most of theletters shereceived from her friends
among the pastors’ wives. Sincetheselettersgivean amost
monthly record of what was happening in thelives of thewomen
from 1854 to 1874, itispossibleto read the sketchessfor afuller
sense of what was going on in each.
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Scandinavian-American L utheran hymnody, and thewomen of the
Norwegian-American L utheran churches.



