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“Dr. Strietelmeier was a
thoughtful, reflective, honest,
son of the Church. He was a
valued colleague, a conscien-

tious critic, and an effective
articulator of Valpo’s vision

of what it means to be a

Christian university.”

-Alan F. Harre,
President of Valparaiso
University

THE BOOK: Dr. John Strietelmeier (1920-2004)
used his God-given mental acuity to address issues of
substance with wisdom and humor, and at the same
time, managed a very demanding set of administrative
responsibilities at Valparaiso University. An acute
observer of what was taking place in the world around
him, Dr. Strietelmeier was not timid in articulating his
positions concerning what was taking place in higher
education and in the society at large.

This book presents some of his leading ideas, many
published in The Cresset, and his biography. With
Strietelmeier the reader will struggle for a way of
thinking and living ““gracefully” in a time of multiple
revolutions, choosing lesser evils, searching for the will
of God while navigating between the dominant cultural
value of personal emancipation and the power of a
freedom found in bonding with the Lord of the Church.

THE SCHOOL: Valparaiso University provides
students with a community of learning dedicated to
excellence and grounded in the Lutheran tradition of
scholarship, freedom, and faith. Valparaiso University
prepares students to lead and serve in both church and
society. The University is located in Valparaiso, Indi-
ana.

THE EDITOR: Richard Baepler is Emeritus Profes-
sor of Theology and Law at Valparaiso University,
Valparaiso, Indiana. He studied at Concordia Semi-
nary, Theologische Hochschule, University of Erlangen,
and the University of Chicago. During his tenure at
VU, Dr. Baepler served as head of the Department of
Theology, Dean of Christ College, and Vice President
for Academic Affairs.
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