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The phenomenon of African I ndependent Churches (A1Cs) C HRIST

Hory Caurch

inAfrican Christianity has caused many scholarsto research the
causativefactorsof their growth and their contributionstoAfrican

Chrigtianity. The challengesthat shapethe formulation of theology II"H'T ERNATIONAL
and practicesare more often than not overlooked. Many scholars Fier. Smeace. OE NKCATRIGKNBERENRENT Couricecy

Thamai Qdura

have researched the already known ones, thus denying thereading
publictheprivilegeof expanding their knowledgeof other AICswhaose
activities have added diverse dimensionsto the quantitative and
qudlitativegrowth of Christianity inAfrica

This study explores and examines the history, beliefs,
practices, and growth of Christ Holy Church Internationd, anAfrican
Independent ChurchinNigeria, founded by AgnesOkoh, anilliterate
womanwho, whilereturning fromamarket in 1943, heard avoice
repestedly saying“ Matthew Ten.” How AgnesOkoh, amargindized
woman and a widow, was able to found and lead an itinerant
evangelisticteam of 12 membersin19471ill it developedintoachurch
with nearly 800 congregationsin 2002 inapluraistic, multi-cultural and multi-linguistic Nigeriaisthefocusof
thisbook.
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