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By Albert Llewellyn Hock

SUMMARY: Saint Sebald Congregation of rural Strawberry Point, lowa, played a significant role
in the development of the Lutheran church in the Midwest. The history of the Pilgrim Colony is
intertwined with the history of Wartburg College and Seminary, the Evangelical Synod of Iowa
and Other State and with the history of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and
Other States. This is a story of vision, a history of theological development and debate, and a
congregation with a mission.

REVIEW: “The Pilgram Colony is a full, readable, and most welcome history of German Lutheranism in
the Midwest, the likes of which has not been written before. The writing is vibrant; it inspires in its posing the
significance of 19th century theological debates on questions yet unresolved in the ELCA. The book profiles a
Lutheran identity of missional passion greatly needed in the church today.”

-Duane H. Larson, President of Wartburg Theological Seminary

THE AUTHOR: Albert Llewellyn (Bud) Hock served as pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church in St.
Paul, Minnesota from 1945-1983. In his retirement, Rev. Hock has served as interim pastor at numer-
ous churches in Iowa, and was president of the Wilder Museum in Strawberry Point, lowa from
1993-2002. He is currently serving as chaplain at Elkader Care Center in Elkader, Iowa and as

interim pastor at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Strawberry Point.



