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“The writers and
photographer who have
produced this volume
represent the creative
result of the meeting of
faith, learning, art, and
vocation in the receiving

of and proclamation of
God’s Word for us.”

-Bishop Philip Haugen

THE BOOK: The authors of this magnificent sensory jour-
ney challenge us to see, to observe, and then to reflect on the
messages found all around us, in nature as well as in the ac-
tivities and creations of fellow human beings. In our journey
through these images and writings see God’s presence in his
abundant creation. We see life’s journey not as a self-fulfilling
voyage, but as a pilgrimage in honor to God, service to oth-
ers, and enjoyment of God’s good creation.

The creators of this full-color volume invite us to stand in awe
of God’s great creative power and therefore remain faithful to
God in our journey through life.

So let’s slow down the pace, and take our time to contem-
plate and enjoy in full measure the beauty that surrounds us.
Thanks to Mark C. Mattes’ meditations and Ronald R.
Darge’s photographs, Imaging the Journey opens our senses
and our mind to a new vision of nature, a vision that goes
beyond what meets the eye. The wonders of God are waiting
to be revealed...

THE AUTHORS: Dr. Mark C. Mattes currently serves
as the Religion and Philosophy Department Chair at Grand
View College. His diverse experiences as lecturer, pastor, in-
structor, and professor have enriched his passion for under-
standing God’s image in today’s world. Other publications by
Mattes include: The Grand View College Reader, The
Preached God: Proclamation in Word and Sacrament, and
The Role of Justification in Contemporary Theology.

As an Ordained Parish Pastor of the ELCA, Ronald R.
Darge has been an Instuctor in Religion and Creative Pho-
tography at Grand View College for two decades, sharing
his passion for art. Various photography assignments have
taken him across the U.S., Mexico, England, Wales, Greece,
France, and Italy. Darge now resides in West Des Moines
with his wife, Diana.
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